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Evidences for Hzaven: ... 
Short 


ESSAY 
Chriſtian Comfort, 


W OK 
O R 


SPIRITUAL Joy. 


Wherein, by the plaineſt and moſt familiar 
Expreſſions, a weak Chriſtiana may be able to 
make out his Title to the heavenly Inhericance ; 
or to make his Calling and Election ſure. Sin- 
cerely attempted, in order to enlarge the Heart 
of a true Chriſtian, to tun the Ways of God's 
Command ments; and render the Yoke of 
Chriſt eaſy, and his Burden light; and make 
Way for a true Believer's comfortable Death. 
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IG. XI. x. Comfort 2 ye m Prople, "wy ap God" 
Seal ve comfortably "to Jeruſalem, 3 I l 


Theſſ. v. 34, Now we exhor; you, Brethren, warn them that” 


are unruly, comfort the Freble- minded, ſupport the Weak. 


Cor. xiit. 5. Examine. your ſelves, whether you be in the Faith, 
Prove your own ſelves, | 
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ON PDO N, printed for the Author, by Philip 


G willim, at his Wharf at the End of Burſtreet in 
E4ft-Smithfield, 1717. | 


Introduction. 


FN my Converſation with ſome ſerious 
Wy Chriſtians, 1 have been ready to 
think, that ſome of them lie under 
this ſad Miſtake, to 1 that a 
FA gsood Part of Chriſtian Religion con- 
fiſts. in Doubts and Fears; or that it is a Virtue 
to be almoſt always complaining : But whatſoever 
Place theſe may take in a Chriſtian's Life; yet 
to be always doubting and complaining, is the 
Way to bring up an evil Report of the good Way 
of God, and to ſtrengthen others in their Preju- 
dices againſt them, A Chriſtian caſt down, is like 
an Inſtrument of Muſick out of Tane, which, till it 
is ſet in Order, will make no good Muſick; fo is 
a Chriſtian under Fears and Doubts, unfit to praiſe 
God, or to comfort or ſtrengthen others ; for 
he forgets former Mercies, and calls in Queſtion 
thoſe that are to come; thus God is much diſs 4 
hogoured, and Religion, his own Soul, and others, 1 
ſuffer by his evil Frame. Therefore there ought _ 
to be Room in the Heart of every Child of God, 4 
for rejoicing in the Lord, and joying in the God of if; 
their Salvation ,, to vejoice in Chriſt Jeſus ,, and to A 
rejoice, that our Names are written in the Book of 114 
e A 2 Life. | [131 


04) 


Life. I confeſs, that many a dear Child of God, 
that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the Voice of his 
Servant, may walk in Dar tneſs, and haut no Light, 
Iſa. 1. 10. But this Darkneſs of God's own Children, 
may be much owing to themſelves. They la- 
bour after the Death of Sin; but they do net ſee 
it their Duty to labour after Comfort. I am well 
ſatisfied, if true Believers ſaw it to be their Dz- 
ty to rejoice in the Lord, and to rejoice in Chriſt 
ſeſos, they weuld take more Care about it; be- 
cauſe as their Hearts are vpright with God, 
they have Reſpett to all bis Commandments. To 
ſnew that it is their Daty, we need to add but 
that one plaig, expreſs Command, Phil. iv. 4. 
Regnice in the Lord always ;, and again, I ſay, re- 
joice. It is for this Ead, among others, that we 
have that Charge left with us, 2 Pet. i: 10. Giv: 
all Diligence to male your Calling and Electio. 
ſure. W herein obſerve; 1 


I. That there is ſuch a thing as Election. 
II. That the Knowledge of it is attainable; for 
the Knowledge of its undoubted Fruits and 
Effects have been, and is. ſtill, obtain'd and en 
joy'd by many, as is evident by ſuch Ex- 
preſſions as. theſe : We know that we are pa/- 
fed from Death to Life, Tie Crown of Diſe, 
which God, the righteous Judge, ſhall give to mc 
at that Day. | | 1711 
III. That ſome, even of the Brethren, may be 
at 3 Loſs about their Iatereſt in it. 
IV. That it is the Duty of the Brethren, or ©! 
all Believers, to give all Diligence to obtain 
the Kuowledos of It 5 24 
V. That proper Means muſt be made uſe of, i: 
order to obtain it. As, 
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1. We muſt pray for the Guidance and A ſſiſt. 
ance of the Spirit of God, whoſe Work it is as the 
Spirit of Grace, to bring Souls into an Eſtate of 
Grace ; and then, as the Spirit of Adoptioo, to 
witne/s with their Spirits, that they are the Children of 
6 1 wats 
2. We muſt diligently ſtudy the Word of 
God; that's the beſt Means to acquai t us with 
God's Way of Salvation of Sinners; or ia what 
Order God brings hit Sons to Glory; and what 
Characters they bear, that are true Citizens of 
Zion. | 
3. We muſt carefully ſearch and examine our 
own Hearts, and their working, aad what is the 
Bent of our Souls; which Way the Byaſs of our 
Affections leans, whether towards Sin and Vanity, 
or towards God, Jeſus Chriſt, and Holinels ? 
Whether a Name to live, and a Form of God- 
lineſs, will ſatisfy us; or whether we are truly 
concern'd about the Life and Power of Religion, 
and the Savour and transforming Virtue of divine 
Truths on our Hearts? This is the Way to know 
our effectual Calling; and that, again, will clear 
vp our being choſen of God to Salvation. Burt: 
let it be obſerved, that though the Heart may not 
yet be thus working towards God, we muſt not 
conclude from therce, that ſuch are not choſen 
to Salvation; no, we have no ſuch Warrant from 
the Word of God. But I have to do with thoſe 
that are effectually called to Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
who find theſe Workings of Heart towards God 
more or leſs, yet may remain under Doubts and 


Fears about their Eſtate : Which Fears may pro- 
cecd either, 


I. From a dull, heavy, natural Temper: A 
| melancholy Con'titution is commonly attend- 
ed with D.ubts and Fears. 


A 3 II. They 


(6). 


iſ. They may. be a Fruit of Negligence; 


which may be one Occaſion of that ne- 

_  ceffary Charge: Give all Diligence to make 
your Calling and Eleftion ſure. Many de- 
clare, that their Darkneſs is a great Trou- 
ble to them; yet do not labour hard to get 
Comfort; though, | confeſs, ſpiritual Com- 
fort doth pot depend altogether, upon our 
Diligence; yet is very ſeldom, if ever, ob- 
tained withont it. it 

III. Believers Donbts and Fears may proceed 

from their Ignorance ; for ſome are ready to 
think, that where true Grace is w t in 
the Heart, they ſhould find little elſe by: 
Grace there. But ſuch muſt obſerve, that 
there are three Eſtates of Men. | 


1. An Eſtate of Nature. Then Sin reigns with 
very little Diſturbance. The ſtrong Man armed 
keeps the Palace in Prace. F 

2. An Eſtate of Glory. There Grace ſhall reig: 


without any Oppoſition. But, 


3. There is an Eſtate of Grace, which is the 


preſent Eſtate of Believers. Then Grace reigns in 
the Heart and Life ; bat Grace being but weak, 
and Corruption ſtrong, the Fleſh luſterh againſt 10 
Spirit, as well as the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and 
ever will do fo, till Grace hath wrought out al! 
Corruption from the Soul, which it will certaiu- 


ly do; for Grace is like Mordecai, and Sin like 


Haman; Grace is of the Seed-Royal ; therefore how 
ſtrong ſoever Sin may be at preſent, it muſt fal! 
before it. Grace is like the Houſe of David, and 
Corruption like the Houſe of Saul, 2 Sam. iii. 
though they may be obſtinately contending for a 
while, yet the Houſe of David ſhall, wax ſtronger and 
ſtrong er, and the Houſe of Saul ſhall wax weaker and 
weaker. Some, through their Iguorance, are ready i” 
fear, that they have no true Faith; becauſe they hn 
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ſo math VUnhbelief remaining and working in 
them. But ſuch muſt remember, that all the 
Children of God are tit of the ſame Stature. Some, 
like Abraham, are ſtrong in Faith; ot like that 
Woman, to whom onr Lord ſaid, O Woman, great 
it thy Faith. Others, like the true Diſciples of 
Chriſt, are of little Faith: To whom that Queſtion 
might be put, which Chriſt put to his Diſciples, 
Where is your Faith? He knew they had Faith in 
their Hearts, bat not in Exerciſe. Others fear 
they have no true Love to Jeſus Chriſt; becauſe 
they are not taken enongh with him. If this is 
truly thy Grief, thou loveſt Chriſt, though thou 

doſt not love him as thou wouldſt; thou may'ſt 

be ſure = Love will be perfected. Others que- 
ſtion the Truth of their Repentance, becauſe they 
think their Sorrow for Sin has not gone deep e- 
nough ; if it has not gone ſo deep in thy Soul, as 
in ſome others, that may be thy Mercy on ſome 
Accounts; but has it gone deep enough to im- 
bitter Sin to thee? and to bring thee, as a 5 
guilty, unclean, loſt Soul, to Jeſus Chriſt, for whole 
Salvation; and to make thee watch and war a- 
gainſt it? If ſo, thy Deſire of more is but a Tem- 
pration. Grief for Sia doth not come all at once; 
neither doth it proceed only from our looking 
upon Sin; but from our looking upon Jeſos 
hriſt crucified by Faith. Zech. xii. 10. They ſhaft 
look upon we whom they have pierced, and they ſhall 
u , &c. Deep Sorrow for Sin comes alſo from 
2 Senſe of the Mercy and Love of God in Chriſt, 
as extended to ſuch a ſinful Soul; therefore as 
Faith grows, ſo will Sorrow for Sin. Others que- 
ſtion their Humility and Sinceriry ; becauſe they 
feel ſome Motions of Pride and Hypocriſy in their 
Hearts; it is a Mercy that thy Heart is ſo faithful 
as to obſerve, and hate their Motions; it's a Sign 
of the Holineſs of thy V in that it is grieved 
„ on 
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on thut Account; it cannot: brar that which +4 
. n | Tm £3508. 
Many weak Chriſtians queſtion, whether they 


are ever like to get ſafe. to Heaven; becauſe 


they find in themſelves ſo ſitele Meetneſs for the 
Place, or Its Work and Enjoyments. To which 


| -may anſwer, that as-the-lofant is not preſentl) 


a Man; no more is the new Creatore preſently 
eee nt of Er a 3%, 
In the Family of God, there are little Children and 
Babes in Chriſt; and being Children of God, ar: 
intituled to all the Childrens. Portion. They arc 
Children in| Knowledge, yet they know the Father. 
They are Children in Grace, yet their Sins are par- 
doved. And being Children,' they are Heirs of 


Glory. The great Creator of the World did nor 


finiſh his Work all in one Day; nor doth he, as 
the God of Grace, bring a Soul all at once, to 
per fect Man in Chriſt, Though be works all our 
IWorks in us, and for us; yet he leaves Room for 
us to pray, aud wait for further Degrees of Grace 
and Strength, in the Way of his Ordinances. 
If any of the things beforementianed are thy 
Doubts and Fears, then put ſuch Petitions into 
thy Prayers: Lord, increaſe our Faith. Lord, I be- 
lieve, help thou my nbelief. ; Ihe 
And as thy Fears may atiſe from thy Ignorance. 
let that be the Matter of thy Prayer: What I tuen 
not, teach thou me. | . : 
And when thou art afraid thou ſhalt come ſhort 
of Heaven, becauſe thou baſt fo little Meetneis 
for it; think how thou wouldſt anſwer a Child, that 
might be oiſcouraging himſelf thus: O, I fear / 


ſhall rever be a Man; becauſe I haue ſo little Skit 


and Strength fer the Work of a Man. | 
Poor, humble Soul, who made thee meet for 
any. Parts of thy preſent Work, by giving th-* 
Knowledge of, and an Heart inclin'd to any re- 
ligious Exerciſes? The ſame Gcd of Grace . 
al 


69) 
bath appointed to his little Flock a Kingdom; 
will make them meet for it. 1 Col. xii. Giving 
Thanks to the Father, who hath made us meet to be 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 

Grace in Truth, though weak, is Meetueſs for 
Heaven; and we ſhall be more meet, when Grace 
ſhall be.perfe&ed..., . ... 1 Nag 

Some ate afraid they ſhall come ſhort of Heaven; 
becauſe it as faid, 1 Pet. iv. 18. That t he Kignteous 
are ſcarcely ſaved; 1. anſwer, the Apoſtle doth not 
ſpeak there of Soul. Salvation, but of temporal De- 
Iwverance from à temporal Calamity, i. e. of the 
Deliverance of the Faithful from the common Ca- 
lamity that befe l. the Jewiſh Nation, by the Ko- 
mans deſtroying. their City Jeruſalem, &c. under 
the Conduct of Titus Yeſpaſian, about forty Years 
after Chriſt, It pleaſed God to ſave ſome, by in- 
cliaing them to hearken. unto a Voice he ſent them 
from Heaven, Go to Pella; they that hearkned not 
to it, fell ia the common Calamity. The Context 
makes it very, plain; for. 1 

1. It is ſaid, Ver. 12. that God's Deſign in bring- 
ing bis People under that great judgment was, 
to tiy them, not to deſtrey them. 

2. They are bid, nor to think that ſome ſtrange 
thing happened to them. It was ſomething that 
other Children of God had gone through before 
them: And fo is near of Kiu to that Text, 1 Cor. 
X. 13. No Temptation hath overtaken you but ſuch 
4s is common to Man, &c. | 

3- Theſe, are ſaid to be Chriſt's Syfferings, Ver. 
13. z. e. ſomerhiag that they were to uadergo for 
the ſake of Chriſt, and the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

4. They are bid to rejoice in them, Ver. 13. that 
they ſhould: be ſo hogoured, as to ſuffer for the 
Cauſe of jeſus Chriſt. 

5- The Kind of the Suffering, in one Branch of 
ic, is expreſs'd, Ver. 14. If ye are reproached for 
the Name of Chriſt. 


6. They 


(10) 
| 6. They are directed how to behave themſeſve: 
under the Trial, Ver. 16. namely, with Courage 
becoming Chriftians ſuffering in a good Cavſe - 
If any ſuffer a a Chriſtian, ler bim not be aſbarrted 3 
but glorify God on this Behalf. © : 

7. The Godly in their Aﬀi&ions and Sufferings 
are bid to commit the keeping of their Sonis to God, as 0 
4 faithful Creator, i. e. Preſerver. God hath not 
exempted his own dear Children from the fiery 
Trial of ontward Afflictions; but hath promiſed 
better things. 

Firſt, T hat: he will be with them in their Aff 
ctions. Iſa. xii. 2. Fear nor; for I am with thee, 
when thou paſſeſt through the Waters, when tho, 
walkeſt through the Fire, thou fhalt not be burn, nei- 
tber ſhall the Flame kindle upon thee. 

Secondly, God hath promifed to do his People 
Good by their Afflictions: FVerily, I will ds the: 
Good. This the Saints experience, Nom. viii. 25. 
We know that all things work together for good to ther: 
that love God, to them that are called according to hi: 
' Purpoſe. | a 

Lil add but this one Conſideration more, to 
the Anſwer already given to the laſt ſuppoſed 
Ground of Fear; that is, leſt the Soul ſhonld 
miſs of Heaven; becauſe it is ſaid, that rhe Rig, 
reous are ſcarcely ſaved. And | thiak it ſufficicn: 
to ſtand of it ſelf. It is this: 

To fay, that the Souls of the Righicous are 
ſcarcely ſaved from Hell, would reflect Diſhonour 
upon the Lord Jefus Chriſt the Saviour. For 
whence ariſes the Difficulty of their Souls Salva- 
tion? Doth the Wiſdom or Power of leſus 
Chriſt fail? Or are his Merits too ſhort? Or is 
his Fonntain of Grace like to be dry? No, He. 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt them that come to Gol 
by kim. Let their Enemies be never ſo ſtrong, 
numerous, watchful, and crafty; or let the Sub- 
jects of his ſaving Grace be never ſo weak and 

| un- 


(Cur 
them gloriouſly, ASE | 


Some. are afraid. they ſhall miſs of Heaven; 
becauſe their Sins have not only been many; but 
have been attended with ſuch: Aggravations, that 
they fear they have ſinned the Siu againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, which ſhall never be forgiven, Afatb. xii. 
31, 32. for, they think, hey have ſinned wil fully, 
after they had received the Knowledge of the Truth. 
And they, read, Heb. x. 26. That there remaineth 
no more Sacrifice for Sin 4 but 4 * fearſul look- 
ing for 0 ment, Indignat ion, which 
. 8 oy r wot an- 
ſwer, that every great Sin is not the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt 3 nor every great Sin committed 
againſt Light, nor every Sin agaiaſt the Spirit of 
God, is not the napardonable Sin. But it is a Sin 
whcreby jeſus Chriſt, and his one Sacrifice is left, 
by any Profeſſor of the Chriſtian Religion, that is 
the Siuning wilfully; and when Men leave the one 
Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, there is no other Sacri- 
fice available to take away Sin. The Meaning is 
not, that if any Profeſſor be guilty of preſum- 
ptuous Sin, after they have received the Know- 
ledge of the Truth, then there is no Room for 
their Sacrifice, i. . Prayer, & c. But if Chriſt's Sa- 
criſice be left, there is no other Sacrifice appoint- 
ed of God to take away Sin. 

The Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is an bypocrirical 
Frafeſſor's deſpitefully caſteng off his profeſſed Subjection 
% feſus Chriſt, Faith in the Doctrines of Chriſt; 
aud conterming God's only Way of Salvation of Sin- 
ners, through the Blood and Merits of Chriſt, and 
maliciouſly ſpeaking and acting againft Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his Holy Spirit, Heb. x. 28, 29. When | have 
W with ſuch Fears, I have ſatisfied my 

vir mus: | 


1. My 


3... 

x; My Conſcience bears me Witneſs, that I am 
ſincere with God. This hath been, and is mighty 
Relief to me; becauſe more bt Hypocrites com- 
mit rh Hoot He 3050 THE 2NG 
2. 1] heartily approve of God's Way of Salya. 
tion by Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and in a 
conſtant Courſe of Obedience and Holineſs; I do 
not, I cannot leave Jeſus Chriſt ; but deſire to 
live on him for all Savatioͤn. 


3. | cannot ſpeak contemptibly and ' reproach- 


fully of Jeſus Chriſt, or of any of his Doctrincs 


or Ordinances, nor bear to hear others do ſo. { 
would not entertain one low, or unworthy Thought 
of Jeſus Chriſt, or of the Spirit of God, or any 
of his Works. ; 

4. | am glad when | can do any thing to pro- 
claim the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or do any thing that may ſpread his Name, and 
promote his Kingdom, or put Souls upon Enquiry 
after him. | Ws 

| conclude alſo, that I never ſhell fin that Sin ; 
becauſe I am born of God, and have the Seed of 
his eſpecial Grace in my Heart. 1 John iii. 9. 
Whoſocver. is born of God, doth not commit Sin; for 
his Seed remaineth in him; and he cannot fon ;, becauſe 
he is born of God. He doth not, cannot fin, as 
he uſed to do, to make a Trade of it, and to do 
it with Delight. Bur eſpecially, he cannot fin :- 
Death. God hath not engaged any where iq bis 
Word, to keep his People from 5in; but he will 
keep them from ſuch Sin as might ſhut them out 
of Beaven. 2 Tim. iv. 18. The Lord ſhall deliver 
we from every evil Work, and will preſerve me to his 
beavenly King dom. . 

The Deugn of the follow ing Pages is, to correct 
ſuch Miſtakes as have now been taken notice of, 
and to ſet a fiacere Believer in the Way, how to 
think right about his Eſtate, his Way, his Work, 
aud his End; and thereby to prevent many hur- 
rying 
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ryiog 2 Doubts, that often diſtra& the 
Minds, and weaken the Hearts and Hands of the 
Children of God, in the Way of their Duty; and 
to enlarge their Hearts for Praiſe, Service, and 
Obedience to God As the Things herein con- 
tain'd were deſign'd, not for full Stomachs, but 
for hungry Souls, I have taken more Thought of 
the Matter, than of the Manner of Expreſſion. 
And that Method beſt anſwers our preſent Deſign, 
that may, with moſt Eaſe, and the greateſt Plain- 
neſs; direct dovhting Sonls where to find an An- 

ſwer directly ſuited. to their Queſtions. . _ 
While I have taken Care to give the Children 
their Bread, I have alſo taken care to cruſh thoſe two 
great Enemies of Souls and Chriſtian Religion, viz. 
ſpiritual Sloth and carnal Security. Some Fears on 
that Side held my Hands for a while, from ex- 
poſing: theſe to the View of others, which firſt 
were deſign'd but far my own Uſe. But we can nci- 
ther do not ſay any thing, which a deceitful Heart 
is not ready, like the Spider, with his filthy Na- 
ture, to.convert and change all into Poyſon. It we 
dre careful to give the Children their Bread, the 
Dogs are ready to run away with it. We cannot 
tell in what Terms to ſet forth the Miſery of un- 
converted Sinners; but the humble Diſciples of 
Chriſt, are ready to take all Home to themſelves, 
And we cannot tell how to ſpeak for the Com- 
tort of ſincere Chriſtians, but bare Profeſſors will 
catch at it, as all their own. But if any will 
pleaſe themſelves with theſe things, who know 
0 Change of Heart and Life, nor are dareful a- 
bout Holineſs ; be it at their Peril to build an 
Houſe upon the Sand: Such falſe Hopes, as they 
d not better their Eſtate now; ſo they will leave 
them ſadly diſappointed, and aſhamed at laſl. 
here is one thing more I advertize the Reader of; 
zud that is, that as ſome of theſe Evidences may 
meriere, and ſome things be mentioged more 
5 than 
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than once or twice, vnter differing Heads, the De- 
flen of that was, that as one . might 
ſerve to clear up two or three Things, as wen as 
one, [Las is clear in Sctiptore, us to the Particulars 
of Faith and Love, Kc. For Faith is an Evi- 
dence, 

t. Of our being] orduined t eternal Life. Ad, 
= . As many as were oraained rp eerrrat Lif-, 

lreve 

2. Of our Juſtification, or the Pardon of ont 
5 ins. Ats ali 9. He that believeth is fut, 
from all thing om which be "Coulda not be Juſtificd 
by the Law 5 Miſes. 

2. Of onr Adoption. 1 Joby xii. At many 4: 
received lim, to them gave be Power to become th: 
Sons of God, even to as muy as believed on 
Name. 

4. Of Heaven. Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth, 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved." 

| ſay, | have taken this Liberty, that the parti 
cular thing immediately under Conſideration, might 
lie the plainer before the Reader, without K<tc- 
rences to other Pages; which would too much i 
terrupt the Reading; eſpecially to thoſe that arc 
not very ready at finding out the Pages and Head: 
that might have been neceſſary to have referrc4 
unto. I have often found, that ſomething of thi; 
Nature has been of Uſe to ſincere, but donbrig 
Chriſtians : And I have found them of good Uſe ©- 
my own Soul; if they may be {© to thine, let God 
have the Glory, and he hath his beſt End, who 
is thy Soul's Friend, and defires to be an Help) -/ 
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BELIEVE R's 


Evidences for Heaven. 


HEN a ſincere Chriſtian ſeriouſly 
puts this. weighty Queſtion to 
himſelf: Shall 1 go ro Heaven, 
u There is bur here and 
Sa there one that can give himſelf a 

ſatisfactory Anſwer to it. They 
are well ſatisfied of their Since- 
rity; but having ſo little Grace, 

and ſo mach Corruption; ſo many Enemies, and 
ſo little Strength; ſo much, and ſo difficult Work, 
and fo little Ability for it; that though they 
heartily determine to keep in the Ways of God, 
yet how things may end with them, they are very 
nuch at a Loſs. They know, that be that conti- 
rues to the End ſhall be ſaved. But they fear, 
kit their treacherous Hearts ſhould depart from 


God, 


(1s) 

God. This Fear prevails; becauſe they forget, 
os are too e acquainted with the Nature of 

God's new Covenant; whereby a Beſiever's Re- 
lation to God, and his Intereſt in his Covenant 
Mercies, are effectvally, eternally fecured. Jer. 
xxxii. 4. 1 will male an everlaſting Covenant with 
them, that I will not tuen away from: them to do them 
geod; but I will put Fear in their Hearts, mw 
rhey ſhall not depart from me. The beſt Wa 
bring ſincere Chriſtians to rejoice, in Hope of the 
Glory of God, is to ſhew them : : 


I. That they have ſaving Grace wrought in 
their Hearts; that they have received the firſt 
Fruits of the 5 irit; that the Spirit of Grace 
bath rough 1 the things that 18 
u ore; Soch ching as re. the 
*tibzs of eternal life. 

II. That where God hath begun a W Work, 
there he will preſerve it te che, Day ef Jeſus 

+1 Corift ;-for Nie! 97755 and Cullings are without 
Repentance; that the Lord will perſett that 
which concerneth his Peoples Salvation. When 
/\ » God hath marry'd any Soul * himſelf, *he 
vs _Uharerl pate _ , | 


1 


, N 


That 1 hall go to eres. prove Yoo to my 
ſelf + ' Thoſe that have received the things that accom- 
pany Salvation, they ſhall go to Heater + But I bave 
received the things that axvompairy Salvation ʒ there- 
fore L ſhall g o0 to Heaven. | 

That they ſhall go to Heaven that have received 
the things that accompany Salvation, is proved by 
the Word of God. Pſal. xiii. 8 The Lord wil. 
perfect that which concerneth me. | Phil. i. 6. Being 
2 of this very thing, that he that hath begun 4 

a-Work in you, will perform it to the Day of Jeſus 
Corift.- This Confidence of a true Believer, 1- 


founded on the Unchangeableneſs of God, ** 
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the unalterable Settlement of God's Covenant; 
which is ordered in All things, and ſure; whereby - 
a true Believer's Salvation is ſecured, even at ſuch 
Times as it may not po-welt” with his Frame of 
Heart, no more than with his Houſe. _ 

That I have obtained the things that accompany 
Salvation, I ſatisfy my ſelf thus: 

I am effeQually, ſavingly taught of God. 

I am brought from Death to ſpiritual Life. 

1 do believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

am juſtify'd, my Sins are pardon'd. 

I am, ia ſome Meaſure, truly ſanctified. 

I have a Covenant-Relation to God. 

I do love God and Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity. 

Theſe are the Reaſons of my Hope of Heaven 
and theſe Particulars will fill up the remaining Pages. 


The firſt Evidence for Heaven is, my being ef- 
fectually, ſavingly taught of God. And I conclude 
my Knowledge is ſaving, 

|. Becauſe it makes me humble and low in my 
own Thoughts. I can no longer cry up the 
Goodneſs of my Heart ; for I ſee more and more 
of the Evil that dwells in it; hence I count my 
ſelf Jeſs than the leaſt of all Saints; for I am ready 
to think, that no Heart hath ſo much Evil 1a 

it as mine. Yet Itroſt my Heart is not wicked; 
por though there is Sin in it, yet it doth not al- 
oo of, and delight in Sin. 
[am nothing in my ſelf; I have nothing that is 
good, but what I botrow from another, even from 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 1 look for all, 
Wiſdom, Grace, Strength, and Holineſs. I hear- 
tily like, and embrace the Truths of God, as he 
hath revealed them, as to the Matter and Manner. 
i like thoſe Doctrines that carry in them juſt Mat- 
ter of humbling to proud Man; ſoch as ſhew me 
my corrupt Nature; my Guilt and Defilement, 
my Inability to help and ſave my ſelf; my * 
B 0 
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of Jeſus Chriſt, and his Righteonſneſs, for Pardon, 
Peace, Holinefs, Strength, and Life. Iown, that 
| have my Sight, my Healing, my Life, my 
Clothing, my Food, and my Riches, from him, 
and all freely. - | 

1 humbly wait on God in his Ordinances, and 
through them, look to God himſelf for all Sup- 
plies of Grace. And when I obtain any thin- 
from God through them, I take Care to give him : 
the Glory; for I ou that all 1 enjoy is from his 
gracious Hand. I do not think that my Stock ©: 
Grace received, or my Hatred of Sin, or my Lo 
of Holineſs, and my beſt Reſolutions, all put to- 
gether, are ſufficient to carry me out to thc 
ſteddy Praftice'of Godlinefs, without the eſpecia 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God; yet 1 truſt that 
my Weaknefs ſhall not diſcourage me from m ; 
Work; but the rather encourage me to go to Co 
in Chriſt, by his Spirit, to work all my Works :: 
me, and for me. Thus 1 have found, that wh: 
1 am weak, then J am firong ;, Jeſus Chrift worker! 
all my Works in me, and for me. 

labour to bring my very Heart to reſt int 
Conduct of his Providence towards me; WU. 
God corrects, | pray for Subjection to the Fathc: 
of Spirits. I labour to keep down every evi! 
Thought of any thing that God doth; . and when 
they rife in my Heart, they are a Trouble to me. 
that, at any Time, | have any unworthy Thous ics 
of God under Afflictions. 

When God ſmiles on me, I remember my o 
Unworthinefs, my Shortneſs in his Service, 
remaining Corruptions. I own the free Kindne: 
of God to me, in bringing me from Darkacc 
Light; for I was born blind, I was fomet::t 
fooliſh, and ignorant of my ſelf, of God, of 
fus Chriſt, and ſpiritual things; but now, bei 
made Light in the Lord, | ſtudy in all things tc 
walk as one of the Children of Light. 5 


*.. 7 
II. 1 conclude, my Knowledge is ſaving Know- 
ledge; becanſe through it 1 have been inabled to 
take op my Reſt in jeſus Chriſt for whole Salva- 
tion. Hence I gather, that it is that very fort of 
Knowledge that God had promiſed to his People, 
in his new Covenant. ai. liv. 13. All thy Chil- 
dren ſhall be taught of the Lord. Jer. xxxi. 34. They 
ſhall all know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt of 
them, ſairh the Lord. For thus it is explained by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, John vi. 45. It it 
written in the Prophets, and they ſha#l be all taught 
of the Lord; every Man therefore that Math heard, 
and learned of the Father, cometh to me, | 1. e. be- 
lieveth in me.] 1 find my Soul drawn to Jeſus 
Chriſt ; I defire no other Reſt and Refuge for my 
Soul; 1 am ſatisfied in him; here I caſt the An- 
chor of my Hope, I take Jeſus Chrilt, as God pre- 
ſents him, for Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, 
and Redemption: And | heartily ſubmit my ſelf to 
him as my Lord, as well as hope in him as a 
compleat Saviour. I cannot ſatisfy my ſelf that 
| have ſo much, or ſo clear Knowledge of the 
Things of God, as that therewith I may hang out 
2 Sign of Religion, or keep up a creditable Pro- 
feſſion therewith; but my Care is, that it may 
icad me to live on Chriſt's Folneſs of Grace, that 
may receive more Grace from him, and more 
Likeneſs to him, and be more taken up with him, 
and that Grace may command my Heart, and Lite, 

and Time, for him. 45 
III. 1 conclude my Knowledge is ſaving Know- 
ledge; becauſe it is the Concern of my Soul to 
obe) God in all things, that he makes known as 
his Will to me. 1 John 1 Hereby we do know 
hat we know him, if we keep his Commandments. 
| know, and own that I ſerve God but poorly ; 
but my Heart is ſet upon it. My Conſcience tells 
me, I am fincere; Ideſfire not to omit, or be ex- 
culed of any Part of God's revealed Will; I like 
Es MOL B 2 iC 
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it all, and all the Chriſtian's Work, mark'd out 
by it. My Heart does not ſay, I pray thee have nc 
excuſed but that Prayer of David is the very 
Deſire of my Soul: Pſal. cxix. 4, 5. Thou haſt com- 
manded us to keep thy Precepts diligently. O that 1 
Ways were diretted to keep thy Statutes. I am bei! 

leaſed with my ſelf, when 1 am beſt prepare: 
for, and moſt inclined to the Service of God. | 
have dedicated my ſelf to God, and to his Ser 
vice; and I deſire never to draw back, but +» 
ſerve him every where, in every Thing, and 
all Times; for I have ſworn, and, by his Grace, 
will perform it, that I will keep his righteous Jud; - 
ments. As the continued Practice of Sin, with Al- 
lowance and Delight, will evidence any one tv 
be a Servant of Sin, and the Devil. John vili. 44. 
Te are of your Father the Devil; for the Luſts »/ 
your Father ye will do. So my ſerious, conſtant 
Practice of Religion with Delight, muſt evidence 
my being a true Servant of God, Rom. vi. 16, 
17. I love the Maſter, I count his Intereſt my 
own. [I love his Work „ I conat it my Honour and 
my Freedom. 1 love the Laws of the Hou 
and ſtrive to keep them ſtrictly; and I am wel! 
pleaſed with the Wages that he gives his Servants, 
even while they are ſincerely doing his Work. 
Pſal. xix. 11. In keeping his Commandments there 

great Reward. | ſtudy to approve my ſelf God's 
faithful Servant in every thing. I conclude then, 
that I ſhall dwell with God in Heaven, there to 
ſerve him better than I am able to do here. 
XXil. 3. There his Servants ſhall ſerve 1. 
Here | ſerve God poorly, that what I do, tho 
it is done fincerely, yet is hardly worth the Name 
of Service; becauſe it is ſo ſhort, and fo ſinful : 
But there I ſhall ſerve him without Sin, without 
Diſtraction, withont Wearineſs, and without 
End. Upon the whole, 1 conclude I ſhall have 

etern 
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eternal Life. John xvii. 3. This 1s Life eternal, that 
they might know thee, the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom thou haft ſent. 


The ſecond Evidence for Heaven is, my being 
brought from Death to Life. If I now have 
ſpiritual Life, I ſhall have eternal Life, I con- 
clude I have ſpiritual Life, 

I. Becauſe I am effectually called. I am not now 
as once I was, unconcerned about my Soul, and 
its Salvation; for God, by his Word and Spirit, 
hath ſhewn me my Sinfulneſs, and my Miſery and 
Danger by Sin, and made me ſenſible of the 
Worth of my precious Soul, and brought me to 
he concerned for its Salvation above all things. 
He hath made me willing in the Day of his Power, 
to caſt my Soul, and all its Concerns, on Jeſus 
Chriſt, upon that Report that God hath given of 
him in the Goſpel. Hereupon I conclude, I have 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo have Life; for he that hath 
the Son of God hath Life; and he that believes on 
him hath him ; and be that reſts on him for Righ- 
teouſneſs, Holineſs, and Salvation, he believes on 
icſus Chriſt. | 

II. I conclude I have ſpiritual Life; for 1 am 
ſaved from the Power and Dominion of Sin. I 
own, that Sin dwells in me, and that | hardly do 
any thing without Sin; its dwelling in me is my 
Trouble; but my Comfort is, that Sin hath loſt 
ics reigning Power over me; for, 

1. My old Delight in Sin is taken away. In 
Time paſt, Sin dwelt very eaſy and quiet in my 
SOut. The ſtrong Man armed, kept the Palace of my 
Heart in Peace ; and then I let Sin have my Hands, 
my Eyes, my Tongue, niy Feet, my Thoughts, 
my Will, my Deſires, my Time, and my Stres2zti 
but now i deſire to have nothing more to do with 
den, but in Heart and Life ta oben the Laws of 

5 t BJ {1 God. 
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God. Once I loved Sin, and then it reigned over 
me; for the Love of Sin is the Life of Sin; and 
the Life of Sin is the Death of the Soul : But 
now, through Grace, I hate it, and defire my Ha- 
tred of Sin may grow exceedingly. , Hence I con- 
clude, that I have ſpiritual Life. 

2+ I mourn over, and bewail the Remainder of 
Sin ia me, and I ask Help of God againſt it. In. 
dwelliog and actual Sins are my Grief, and ir 
troubles me much ſometimes, that I can grieve no 
more for Sin. While it is ſo near to me, I do 
not make a League with it; but reſolve, in the 
Strength of Chriſt, to keep a Sword drawn againſt 
it, till it is out ot the Power of Sin to hurt me 
It ſometimes hinders me from my Work, and 


oftner diſturbs and diſtracts me in it; but I watch 


azainſt it, and rake Care to improve every Ordi- 
nance and Providence of God, for the Death of 
Sin, and my Growth in Grace and Holineſs. 

Hence I conclude, that Sin ſhall never mor 
get Dominion over me, Rom. vi. 14. And that 
ſhall one Day be ſet free from the very Being o. 
Sin. And hence alſo I believe, I ſhall get ſafe 1. 
Heaven: Sin ſhall never prove my Ruine; for they 
are reigning Sins only that carry Souls to He 
they are only beloved Sins, that ſhut Perſons cut 
of Heaven. But, bleſſed be God, this is not m 
Caſe; for | hate it, and deſire my Hatred of $i: 
may grow continually, I do not yield my ſelf 
Servaut of Sin; but from my Heart I yield wy 
ſelf a Servant of God. 

III. I conclude I have ſpiritual Life; becauſe 
ſometimes feel in my Soul Hungring and T hir 
ing after God and Jeſus Chriſt, and his Grace 
iurely theſe muſt proceed from a Senſe of ſpir.:- 
tual Want, which is an Evidence of fpiritual Lite. 


- I orertimes taſt and reliſh the Word of God, 


is Bread, it is my Food, it is more ta me than 


neceſſary Food, it is Honey to my Taſt. I co. 
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clode therefore, that I have ſpiritual Life. Roz, 
viii. 5, C. that are after the Fleſh, do mind Ci. 
e. favour} the things of the Fleſh; and they that 
are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit : Far to 
be carnally minded is Death; but to be ſpiritually 
minded is Life and Peace. And I have theſe Rea- 
ſons to conclude, that I have ſpiritual Hunger and 
Thirſt ; and that 1 have theretore ſpiritual Life. 

1. I cannot be ſatisfied with the higheſt and 
beſt Enjoyments of this World, without Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his Grace and Favour. Pſal. iv. 7. 
There be many that ſay, who will ſhew ut any Good # 
But the Voice of my Heart is, Lord, lift tho 
the Light of thy Countenance on us, The World's 
Good is not the chief Good; it is not a Portion 
large enough for me; but one God in Chriſt is fo, 
and nothing elſe. I eſteem his Favour as Life, 
and his loving Kindneſs better than Life, with all 
that is valuable in it, P/al. Ixiii. 3. Spiritual Hun- 
ger and Thirſt cannot be allayed, but by fome- 
thing that is proper for, and well ſuited to an- 
ſwer the ſpiritual Wants of the soul: Houſes 
aud Lands, Gold and Silver, will nor do it; ic 
muſt be Bread and Water of Life. If God gives 
me 2ny of this World's Good, I receive it with 
1hankfulneſs; for I am unworthy of the leaſt of his 
Mercies; but I cannot reſt in, or be put off with 
tneſe things. | els ee! 

2- Thoſe Duties of Religion, or thoſe Ordi- 
nances of jeſus Chriſt, wherein 1 have obtained 
zome Satisfaction to my ſpiritual Hunger and 
Thirlt, are exceeding pleaſant to my Sou]. I love 
ail the Word, Works, Ways, and Ordinances 
of God and yet I cannot but ſet an eſpecial Mark 
on thoſe Parts of the Word of God, and on thoſe 
Ordinances and Seaſons, wherein I have met with 
any thing of God in Chriſt, and have been re- 
'rc!hed and ſtrengthened. Hunger and Thirſt are 
<rceeding troubleſome to Nature; that therefore 
DB 4 which 
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which gives' Relief, will be very ſweet to the 
Taſt; ſo are the Word and Ordinances of Go4 
to my Soul, whence I can heartily join in ſuch 
Expreſſions as theſe: O how do I love thy Law! 
thy whole revealed Will.] His Month is moſt 
ſweet, I will never forget thy Precepts ; for with 
them thou haſt quickned me. 

3. Sometimes Il am glad when the Meal-time is 
near; when 1 am abont to come to the Feaſt 
fat Things. Natural Hunger will not eaſily ſuffer 
a Man to omit a Meal; nor am I willing to c- 
mit one Opportunity for obtaining ſpiritual Foo. 
But it grieves me, that my Soul is not always 
in Health, as to thirſt for God, for the living Go. 
to come and appear before God. That I might ge 
the Altar of God, and to God my exceeding Joy. 

4. I am ſometimes thankful to God for the leaf 
Crumbs of the Childrens Bread, any Teſtimonics 
of God's eſpecial] Favour to my Soul; and yet! 
cannot be ſatisfied with, now and then, a litt! 
Taſt, much leſs with once for all; for I {c | 
need to eat and drink abundantly, again and 4 
gain. My taſting of the Bread of Life, increaſ:5 
my Hunger; and my drinking of the Water 
Life, increaſes my Thirſt: When I have taficd, 
the Language of my Soul is, Lord, evermore g 
4 of this Bread. Lord, give me of this Mater, 
IT thirſt not, Li. e. after earthly things. J 

IV. I conclude 1 have ſpiritual Life; becauſe 
when I am moſt under Doubts and Fears, and in 
afraid to call God, my Lord and my God; ort 
reckon the Bleſſings of the new Covenant 
own; even then my Soul breaths and longs 2tcr 
God and Jeſus Chriſt, 1 cannot be ſatisfied witho!'t 
him; my Heart's Deſires work towards him, and 
evea then 1 am careful of, and throughly deter- 
mined to keep his Laws, Pſal. cxix. 55. I have 
remembred thy Name, O Lord, in the Night, and ane 
kept thy Law. al. xxvi. 9. With my Soul have N de. 
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4 thee in the Night 3 yea, with my Spirit within 
ny will J ſeek. thee early. Thieſe are 1 


of ſpiritual Life z whence I perſwade my ſelf, that 
1 ſhall obtain eternal Life, 


The third Evidence for Heaven is, becauſe 1 be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; for God hath de- 
clared, that he that believeth ſhall be ſaved. That 
1 do believe with a juſtifying Faith, I ſatisfy my 
ſelf ths... . | 

I. 1 heartily approve of, and conſent to God's 
Way of Salvation of Sinners, through Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and utterly reje& all other Ways of 
Salvationz and am heartily willing to give God 
in Chriſt all the Glory of my whole Salvation, as 
it is due to him alone. Pſal. cxv. 1. Not unto us, 
Lord, mot unte us; but to thy Name, be all the 
Glory; for 975 Mercy, &c. 

II. Becauſe, as a poor, guilty, unclean Creature, 
in a periſhing Condition, unable to help my ſelf, 
1 come 0 Jo Chriſt, and to God by him, upon 
the Calls of the Goſpel, and I receive and reſt on 
him alone for Righteouſneſs and Salvation. I caſt 
my Soul and its Concerns on him, as able and 
ready to ſave a wretched, worthleſs Sinner. Heb. 
Vii. 25. Wherefore he is able to ſave to the uttermoſ}, 
them that come to God by him; becauſe he ever liveth 
to make Interceſſion for them. 1 Tim. i. 15. This 45 4 
faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, that 
Chriſt Teſus came into the World to ſave Sinners, of 
om am chief. If therefore the holy Law of 
God ſhall call for. Satisfaction, I will refer it to 
jeſus Chriſt, to whoſe perfect Righteouſneſs I fly, 
o anſwer for me. If it calls for Obedience, 1 
heartily own my ſelf under the Law, as a Rule of 
Lite; and I look to Jeſus Chriſt for Wiſdom to 


know, and for Grace and Strength to do his 


Will; for I glory in this, that in the Lord I have 
*:9kreonſneſs and Strength. Iſai. Ixi. 10. I will great- 
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15 
ly rejoice in the Lord, my Soul ſhall be joyſid in i 
God; for he hath clothed me with the Garments of 
Salvation; he hath covered me with the Robe 
Righteouſneſs. i 

III. } eſteem the Lord Jeſos Chriſt precious ; 
hence I conclude, that I beliere in him; for . 
them that believe, he it precious. - Once he appear'd 
to me without Form or Comelineſs: I ſaw nothing 
deſirable in him, even after 1 had often heard 
of his Excellencies; but nom mine Eyes have ſcen 
him, I have ſeen the King in his Beauty; and he 
appears to me, as he is truly in himſelf, . 
chiefeſt of ten Thouſands, and gltog*ther lovely. He 
is worthy to be the Deſire of all Nations; He i; 
the chief Deſire of my Soul. © 

IV. I conclude J believe in en for! 
deſire my Soul may be ſanctifſed, as well as my 
Sins pardoned, and I look to jefus Chriſt for bot“ 
I find that Faith hath ſome. Influence on my 804! 
for Holineſs; for it is in ſome Meaſure changed 
I hate Sin, I love God as he is holy; I love Holi- 
neſs, and all that are holy, with all the Means of 
it. | wh ohh 

V. I perſwade my ſelf that I believe; for! 
heartily ſubmit to all the Laws and Governmei.” 
of Jeſus Chriſt, as well as deſire to obtain the 
good things contained in the Promiſes. As Gol 
hath given me his Commands as a Rule of Lite, 
ſo I take Care to Keep them, and therein to walk 
with God; for what he commands, I like and 
chuſe; and am careful, that my Converſation may 
be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, and conform 
ed to the Example of Chriſt.” 


The fourth Evidence for Heaven is, that wy 
Sins are pardoned. And I ſatisfy my ſelf, th:: 
my Sins, though many and great, are forgiven 


* 


tor, 
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I. I am effectually called by the Word and Spi- 
rit of God. I had often heard of the Danger of 
Sin, but lived in it. T had often heard of my 
Duty, but negle&ed it. But at laſt the Spirit of 
God, by his Law, convinced me of Sin, that 1 
was, by Nature and Practice, a guilty, filthy 
Creature, loſt and undone in my ſelf, void of all 
that is good, not able to help my ſelf out of my 
miſerable: Condition by Sin, wherein 1 was every 
Moment liable to eternal Miſery; then the Goſpel! 
came, not in Word only, but in Power, and in the 
Holy Ghoſt. By this I obtained the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, his Authority from the Father to ſave loſt 
Sinners; his Ability for that Work; that he is 
the only Saviour; that he is willing and ready 
to ſave the very chief of Sinners, that come to 
God by him. Herewith the Spirit of God made 
me heartily willing to ſubmit to, and reſt on the 
{ord Jeſus Chriſt, for the Salvation of my Soul. 
And as I have often done it ſince, ſo, even now, 
| heartily chuſe and embrace him for mine; and 
do yield up my ſelf to him, and deſire to be 
governed by him. With my Heart I ſpeak it, 
lo, O Lord, I come unto thee ; for thou art the 
Lord my God. e . 

J. I heartily confeſs my Sins to God, with all 
their aggravating Circumſtances ; and while I con- 


teſs them, I make no Reſerve of Sin; but as 1 


confeſs all known Sins, ſo it is my hearty Deſire 
to torſake all Sin. 1 John i. 9. "If we confeſs our 
Sing, he is faithful and juſt to ſorgive us our Sint, 
aud to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. Prov. 
iii. 13. He that covereth his Sins ſhall not proſper 5 


bur whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall find 
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I. I conclude wy Sins are pardoned ; for f 
\clieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. As xiii, 29. 
le that believeth, is juſtified from all things, from 
which be could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. | 
My 


c 28 * 

My Faith indeed is but weak, but I am juſtiſied 
on my firſt Act of Faith on Jeſus Chriſt, thous; 
it is never ſo weak; for Juſtification is not ſuſ- 
ended till Faith is ſtrong; nor is juſtification 
per fect, becaute Faith, the laſtrument, may be 
ſo; for it is not Faith it ſelf, but that which 
Faith looks to, and takes hold of, that is the 
Matter of a believing Sinner's Juſtification before 
God; therefore the weakeſt Believer in the Fa- 
mily of God is juſtified, as well as the ſtrongeſt. 
1 John ii. 12. I write unto you, little Children; be- 
cauſe your Sins are forgiven you for his Name's ſake. 
Therefore by the ſame Arguments, whence I may 
warrantably perſwade my ſelf, that I have true 
Faith; by the ſame I may aſſure my ſelf, that wy 
Sins are pardoned, and by the ſame alſo 1 an. 
aſſured of Heaven. Rom, viii. 30. Whom be called, 
them he alſo juſtified; and whom he juſtified, th: 

he alſo glorified. | | 

IV. I conclude my Sins are pardoned ; for I h:te 
Sin, and love Holineſs, with whatſoever teads 
to deſtroy Sin, or promote SanQificatioa on n 
Soul. If 1 hate Sin, then 1 am not under th: 
Dominion of Sin; and that is an Evidence that 
my Sins are pardoned; for where the Power 
Sin is taken away, the Guilt of Sin is alſo :<- 
moved. : Phy 

V. I perſwade my ſelf that my Sins are for- 
given; becauſe I find I have obtained many other 
Bleſſings of the new Covenant; of which Pardon 
of Sin is a Part. Of which after. 

Thus being cloathed with the Righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, I have on the wedding C 
ment; and when I appear before God, he 
know it, and own it, and me as cloathed with “ 
hleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt and his Righteor'- | 
neſs, 1 defire to be found in it, as the Apoſtle 
Pauli did, Phil. iii. 9. and to make mention of |: 
Righteouſneſs, and of that only. As David, 

| Plal. 
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pfal. vii. 16. 7 will go in the Strength of the Lord 
God; 1 will make mention of thy Righteouſneſs, and 
of thine only. This is my Ground of Boldneſs at 
the Throne of Grace, and this is the Foundation 
of my Hope of Glory. 


The fifth Evidence for Heaven is; becauſe God 
is become my Covenant-God and Portion. And I 
have theſe following Reaſons to take up this com- 
fortable Concluſion : 

I. Becauſe I know the Lord ſo as to truſt in 
bim. Pſal. ix. 10. They that know thy Name, will 
put their Truſt in thee. This Knowledge is put a- 
mong the choice Covenant- Mercies, Jer. xxxi. 31. 
| find my Heart drawn to God in Jeſus Chriſt; L 
come to him, I reſt on him for all. But of this 
before. 

1. 'I chaſe God in Chriſt for my God and 
Portion, and I fincerely give up my ſelf to be 
the Lord's in Body and Spirit. I can heartily join 
iometimes with thoſe Children of God, Lam. iii. 
2.4. The Lord is my Portion, ſaith my Soul. Pſal. 
Ixx111. 25. Whom have I in Heaven but thee; and 
ere 1s none on Earth that 1 deſire in Compariſon of 
dee, If 1 have choſen God for mine, * be 
are he hath choſen me for his; for he is always 
betore Hand with his People. We love him, becauſe 
be {irſt loved us; and we chuſe him, becauſe he 
rt choſe us. Thus I may ſay, my Beloved is mine, 
and am his. Lam well ſatisfied with my Porti- 
on, it is large, pleaſant, ſuitable and ſure; but 
| cannot be ſatisfied with any Portion ſhort of 
im. This World hath often promiſed me large- 
„to beſpeak my Affections; but hath often de- 
ceived me, and thank my God that it hath done 
5 for had it always kept its Word with me, I 
now not whither my Heart and Aſſections might 
nave run, and where they might have taken up 
their Reſt 3 but now I truſt, through Grace, that 


though 


1 
| 
| 
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thongh it ſnould be better to me than all its Pro- 
miſes, 1 ſhall not reſt in it; for I have given ny 
Heart and all to God in Jeſus Chriſt, and dec 
my Affections may be taken up with thoſe thin; 
that the World can neither give, nor take aua; 
from me. 

III. I conclude I am in Covenant with Cod 
becanſe he hath put his Spirit within me ; 0 
that's one among the many Covenant-Promiſc: 
Exel. xxxvi. 26. J will put my Spirit within 5 
And | have theſe Reaſons to believe I have obrai:- 
ed that Promiſe; © F 

1. Becauſe he ſometimes aſſiſts me at the Thro;- 
of Grace, as the Spirit of Grace in Supplic at ion. 

2. Becauſe he works in my Soul as the Spirit cot 
Holineſs, weakening Sin, and enabling me to 0c 
to Sin, and live unto Righteouſneſs. 

3. J find my Soul inclin'd ro walk in the Statice; 
of God, which none are inclin'd to do, till the 
Spirit of God is put within them. Exel. xxxvi. 27. 
J will put my Spirit within them, and cauſe then 
walk in my Statutes, and they ſhall keep my Comma 
ments, and do them. 

IV. Il conclude I am ia Covenant with God, 
cauſe the Laws of God are written in my Ile 
That is another Covenant-Promiſe, Jer. xxxi. 23: 
And I have theſe Reaſons to perſwade my ic!!. 
that I have obtained this Covenant- Mercy. 

. 1- My Heart approves of, and conſents to inc 
Laws, or whole revealed Will of God, as 
juſt, and good. I diſlike what ir condemns; 1 
every falſe Way, and am careful to avoid the, 
and pray for Help againſt them. : 

2- | love the whole Word of God; I defire '* 
ſhould dwell much in my Heart and Thoughts: | 
love to hear ir, and am grieved that I gan 1. 
member no more of it when I have heard it; 
love to read and meditate on it; it is that W. 
I often chaſe for the Subject of my „ 
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pal. exix. 97-1 O. hem de I eue thy Law, it is my 
Meditation. all the Day, Lor often in the Day, or 
every Day. J In all my Streights I fly to it; it 
is my Comfort amidſt the Multitnde of my Thoughts 
within me. It is my Food, Fer, xv. 16. Thy Word 
was found, and I did eat it; and it was to me the 
Foy and Rejoycing of 2 Heart. It is my Treaſure, 
my portion is in it; ſometimes 1 have been able to 
ſay, I is better to me than I hauſands of Gold and 
Silver. | | 

3. I ſtrive to yield univerſal Obedietice to the 
Laws of God. As God hath appointed them to 
be to every Believer a Rule of Lite, ſo L heartil 
embrace them: Hence I conclude, that I have an 
{ntereſt in the Promiſes; for at what Time God 
gives to any a Title to the Promiſes, he alſo 
gives them an hearty Love to his Laws, and a di- 
lizent Care and ſerions Concern about Holineſs, 
g reeable to that Exhortion, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Having 
theſe Promiſes, dearly Beloved, let us cleanſe our 
ves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and per- 
ec, Holineſs in the Fear of God. 

. I conclude lam in Covenant with God; be- 
cauſe he hath taken away the Heart of Stone, 
zud given me an Heart of Flcſh; according to 
that Covenant-Promiſe, Exel. xxxvi. 26. My Rea- 
us, that I have obtained this Mercy, are ſuch as 
theſe 2 

i. My Heart was once a hard, ſenſeleſs, earth- 
ly, barren, lifeleſs Heart; and then the Word, 
or Providences of God, made very little Impreſ- 
ſion upon it; but now ait is more tender and 
teachable, and more ready to obſerve every Hint 
of the Will of God, from his Word and Provi- 
dences, than it uſed to be. | | 

2. If Corruptions are diſcern'd to be at Work, 
though they are got no further than the Thoughts 
ot the Heart, I bewail them before God, and am 


grieved 


* 
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grieved for them, and ask Help of God againſt 
them. Pſal. Ixxxvi. 11. Unite my Heart to fear thy 
Name. =p L > 63 Wi 5 Ms $11) bet ee | | 

3. 1 fiad my Heart \inclin'd to fall in with thc 
revealed Will of God in evety Thing; to wal! 
with the Lord fully, like Caleb and Foſhna, Joſh. xiv. 
24. who are ſaid to have another Heart. 

4.1 find the Deſires of my Soul working to- 
wards Heaven. They do not center ia the Earth, 
as a ſtony Heart doth; which, though it may, 
like a Stone, be forced upwards, by the Word, 
or ſome awakening Providence of God, yet quick 
ly makes to the Earth again; becauſe it is its pro- 
per Center. Theſe are ſome of my Hopes 
Heaven. God is my Covenant-God ; therefore 
all Covenant-Mercies are mine; and having don: 
me this Honour, God is not aſhamed to be called 
my God: O wondrous Grace! I am aſhamed of 
my ſelf, my Heart, my Thoughts, my Prayers, 
my religious Exerciſes, and that I am no mor: 
affected with the Riches of free Grace, and my 
own Mercies. Surely I have no Reaſon to be 
ſhamed of the Ways, the Work, and Service of 
God, or of my Portion; but to glory in it, and 
live upon it; for it will not diſappoint me, it 
I ſhould be ſtript of my worldly Comforts, 
Friends, Relations, &c. I have my God and 
Portion ſtill to go to; when the Streams are dry, 
the Fountain will not fail me. The Creatures 
uncertain; they that ſhew Friendſhip to Day, 
may be Enemies to Morrow; they that mac 
us Promiſes to Day, may change their Minds to 
Morrow; but God is, and will de my Portion 107 

ever. They that have this World for a Portion, 
may quickly kaow the utmoſt Bounds of it; but | 
ſhall never know the Extent of mine; and it is 
as ſuitable as it is large, and jt will endure for 
ever. Pal. Ixxiii. 24. The Lord is the Strength , 


my Heart, and my Portion fer ever. | 1 
| ittle 


(33.0 
little of this World; but I have him for my own; 
whoſe are all things; he is my Life, my Food, my 
Riches, my Honour, my Refuge, my Comfort, my 
Friend, my Father, my Home, and everlaſting Ha- 
bitation. 9 igen [aan 5 *** 


—_ ; 


 _ The-ſixth Evidence, for Heaven is, becauſe Iam 
an adopted Child of God. That this is my Mercy, 
1 gather from ſuch things as theſe: __ "= 
I. Becauſe I believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrilt. 
Fohn i. 12+ As many as received bim, to them gave he 
the Power to become the Sons of God, even as many as 
believed on his Name. Gal. iti, 26. Te are all the Chil- 
dren of God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
II. Becauſe I love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. All the 
Children of God love Jeſus Chriſt. ohn viii. 42. 
If God were your Fat ber, ye would love me. I find 
ia my Heart I love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and am 
troubled I love him no more; but I love him ſin- 
cetely; therefore I conclude that Iam one of God's 
Children. | 
III. Becauſe God hath ſent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into my Heart. Gal. iv. 6. Becauſe ye ar: 
Sons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your Hearts, crying Abba, Father. | 
IV. Becauſe I: love all the Children of God: 
1 John iv. 7. Beloved, let us love one another; for 
Love 35 of Gd; and every one that loveth, is born of 
Coed, and knoweth God. Thoſe that bear the Image 
of God, I count them the Excellent of the Earth, 
Plal. xvi. 3, my Delight. is in them. 1 
V. I look to God, as Children to a Father, for 
Teaching to know bis Will, that 1 may obſerve 
and do it, In every Condition this is my Enquiry, 
Lord, what wilt thau have me to do ? | | 
| run to him for Protection, as injured Chil- 
aren run into the Arms of their Father for Safe- 
% And I look to him for a Child's Portion of 
race here, and Glory hereafter, 
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VI. I take Care to behave my ſelf ſuitable to 
this = and honourable Relation, as God ex- 
pets of all that call him Father. Mal. i. 6. /f 7 
be a Father, where is my Honowr? 1 take Care to ho. 
nour God in my Life, by ſubmittiag to his Word 
and Providences, and labouring to imitate him; 
according to that Charge, Eph. v. 1. Be ye Follon:-; 
of God, as dear Children. I deſire to honour God 
in my very Thoughts; I would not willingty en- 
rertain one low, or diſhonourable Thought of 
God in my Heart. From all which I conclude, In. 
one of God's adopted Children. And being a Chil: 
of God, I am an Heir with Jeſus Chriſt of etern2! 
Life. Gal. iv. 7. Wherefore thou art no more a Scr. 
vant, but a Son; and if a Son, then an Heir of C 
through Chriſt. Rom. viii. 17. And if Children, 
Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſ:. 
This Mercy aſſures me, that 1 ſhall fee Jeſus 
Chriſt as he is, and be made more like hi”. 
1 John iii. 2. Beloved, now are we the Sons of C., 
and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; but we 
know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall: be like hi: 
for we fhall fee him as he is. This is a promiſed 
_— every Way as large and ſyitable as I need 
it; for, 5 
1. Then this vile Body ſhall be made like t0 
Chriſt's glorious Body. Phil. iii. 21. Who ſhall change 
our vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like unto 
glorions Bady. | 
2. My Sou all be perfected in Grace. Now / 
know but in D ; but then I ſhall know, even as / 1% 
known. What aave received, are bur firſt Fr 
of the Spirit, and the Author of Grace will per!“ 
that which concerneth me. | 
3. I am now eſpouſed to jeſus Chriſt; and 119 
lam yet in a ſtrange Land, my. heavenly Pither 
will take me Home to his own Houſe; Wich 1 
alſo mine by the Father's Gift, and by the urch aſe 
and Preparation of Jefus Chriſt, O how glori- 


ſhall 
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promote it in my Heart and Life, by all ge” 
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ſhall I be adorn'd at the Appearing of Chriſt, 
Pſal. xlv. 13, 14, 15. Then 1 hall be poſſeſſed of 
that which never entred into the Heart of Man 
to conceive. This our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
prayed for. John xvii. 24. Father, I will that thoſe 
alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me where I am, 
that they may behold my Glory, This will make me 
meet for the Work and Entertainments of Hea- 
ven. When I think what Heaven is, and what its 
Work and Enjoyments are, and how little Meet- 
neſs I have for either, I comfort my ſelf that my 
heavenly Father will make me meet to be Partaker of 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. And this will 
compleatly do it; we ſhall fee him (i. e. Jeſus 
Chriſt, J as he is. 


The ſeventh Evidence for Heaven is, becanſe I 
am, in ſome Meaſure, truly ſanctified. This is 
the Order in which God brings his Sons to Glory. 
2 Thefſ. ti. 13. Choſen to Salvation through Santiifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth. And I 
A Reaſons to believe that I am truly ſan- 

ified. 

I. I deſire all Sin may be diſcover'd and deſtroy'd. 


While an unſanctify'd Perſon ſpeaks againſt Sin, 


he referves in his Heart a Purpoſe to told faſt 
ſome Sins, If he prays againſt Sin, he is afraid 
God ſhould hear him; but while I confeſs my Sins 
to God, I deſire to part with all Sin. 

II. I hate all Sin. I do not live without it; 
but When I ſin, it is far from being my Meat, and 
Drink, and Muſick ; what 1 do in Sin, I allow not; 


yea, I loath Sin, and my felf for Sin. Exel. xx. 


41. I conclude therefore, that I am not under the 
Power of Sin; and this is to me one Evidence of 
wy Sanctification. 

II. 1 heartily delight in Holinefs wherever [I 
find it, either in my felf, or others. I labour to 


— 


C36) | 
ed Means. When I would do Good, Evil is [preſent 
with mei; but the Deſire of my Soul is to do no- 
thing that is Evil, but always that which is Good. 
IV. I favour the things that are of God; I can 
taſt and reliſh the Word of God. Itfis ſweet to 
my Taſt, ſweeter than Honey to my Mouth. _ 
V. My Soul is inclined to univerſal, perpetual 
Obedience to God and Jeſus Chriſt. I heartily own 
him to be my Lord; and I ſtudy in all things to 
approve my ſec}t his fiacere Subject. I can hear- 
tily ſay to bim, what is the Voice of ſanctified 
Souls, ai. XXvi. 13. O Lord our God, other Lords 
heſides thee have had Dominion over us; but now by 
thee only will we make e of thy Name. | 

VI. I find my Deſires and Delights turn'd quite 
another Way than once they were: | 
1. 1 do not chiefly deſire the good things of this 
World, but God in Chriſt, and his eſpecial Fa- 
vour. Pal. Iv. 7. There be many that ſay, who will 
ſhew us any Cd? but [the Language of my Soul 
iS] Lord, lift thou up the Light of thy Couutenance up- 
n u,. 

2. I cannot deſire the Abſence, but the Pre- 
ſence of God. My Language now to God is not, 
Depart from us, we deſire not the Knowledge of his 
Ways ;, but, O chat I knew where I might find him, 
that I might come, even to his Seat. 

3. I delight in the Work and Service, in the 
Ways and Ordinances of God. His Work is my $ 
Meat and Drink, aud I count his Service my per- Es 
fect Freedom. I love the revealed Will of God, + 
that ſhews me my Work and Way, and deſire my Z 
Soul may be better prepared to obſerve, and do 


the Will of God ſincerely, univerſally, and con- 
ſtantly. | h 
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The eighth Evidence for Heaven is, becauſe l 
love God. Indeed, I do not love him as I deſire 
£0 
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to do; but I have theſe Reaſons to conclude that t 
loye God in Sincerity. | 
I. The Laws of God are not grievous to me. 
John v. 3. This it the Love of God, that we keep 
his Commandments, and his Commandments are not 
grievous. My Heart approves of them; 1do not 
caſt any of them behind my Back; nor do Hal- 
low of, or love a Thought that is contrary to the 
holy Laws of God: I do not pick and chuſe here 
and there, for ſome of the ealieſt Parts of the 
true Chriſtian's Work; but I have reſpe& to them 


all, Pſal. cxix. 6. , I know | keep them poorly ; yet 


my Conſcience is Witneſs, that Il am ſincere in O- 
bedience. 

II. I greatly rejoice in any ſenſible Expreſſions 
of God's Love and Favour to my Soul; they are 
my Food, my Strength, and my Lite. I ſet my 
Seal to thoſe Teſtimonies of the Lovers of God, 
Pſal. xxx. 5. In his Favour is Life. Pſal. Ixiii. 3. 
His loving Kindneſs is better than Life. | delight in 
his Preſence, and am grieved at his Abſence. And 
I bleſs God, I know what they mean, when he 
ſhews, and when he hides his Face. 

III. lam grieved when God is diſhonoured by 
my ſelf, or others; tho?, I confeſs, 1 am not al- 
ways a-like concern'd at Heart for my own, or o- 
thers Sins. I count God's Intereſt my own, and 
the Enemies of God my Enemies, Pſal. cxxxix. 
21,22, I do not wiſh them any Evil; for I hear- 
tily pray for their Souls Good, and am ready to 
do them any Service for their Bodies, or Eſtates ; 
but though they ſhould be my own Relations, I 
think the worſe of them, as they are Enemies to 


God. 


IV. I love all the Children of God, for the Fa- 
ther's ſake, and for the Grace of God in them, 
and the Image af God upon them; though they 
are not, in all things, of my Opinion. I cannot 


bear to hear them ſcoffed at, and reproached, aud 


G3 their 
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their Names abuſed. Thoſe that honour God, by 
truſting in him, and obeying of him, I honour 
them with my very Heart, I can do any thing for 
them; 1 look on them with quite another Eye, 
than I do on graceleſs Perſons, though thoſe ſhould 
be never ſo poor, and theſe never ſo rich. Theſe 
Children of God, 1 count the Excellent of the Earth; 
my Delight is in them; my Heart is drawn out to 
love them, as ſoon as I underſtand that they love 
God. ln this I take ſome Comfort; for none can 
love another for God's ſake, unleſs they love God. 

V. I find my Heart ready to put a favourable 
Conſtruction on whatſoever God is pleas'd to do 
with me, and mine, in the Courſe of his Providence. 
I believe he doth all things well; and I am per- 
ſwaded, that he doth all things beſt for me. Love 
thinketh no Evil. And 1 believe my God and Fa- 
ther means me no Harm by all my Afflictions, 
Croſſes, and Diſappointments; for he hath ſaid, 
Verily, I will do thee Gd. And I believe him, and 
am willing to leave him to his own Way, to bring 
about that promiſed Good. From hence I gather 
theſe three Things: ? 

Firſt, That God loves me; for we love him, be- 
cauſe be firſt loved u. My Love to him is but a 
Fruit of his Love to me. 

Secondly, That all things do, and ſhall work to- 
gether for my Good, Rom. viii. 28. We know that all 
things work together for Good to them that love Ged. 
And I know it, particularly with reſpect to the 
Afflictions, or at leaſt ſome of them, that I have 
pais'd under. G 

1. They have been the Candle of the Lord, to 
ſhew me more of my Heart and Life; and thereby 
have ſerv'd to humble me. | 
2. By them I have learn'd more Reſignation to 

the Will of God, and to juſtify him in his Pro- 
ceedings with me. OAT: 
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3. They have been of good Uſe to keep me 
back from Sin, and put me more on the ne- 
ceſſary Work of Watching and Praying ; -1 
have made but poor, cold Work of Prayer lome- 
times, till God awaken'd me by ſome Affliction or 
other. Fe 
4. J have hereby learned more experimentally, 
what God is in his Perfections; how his Power 
can uphold ; how he hates Sin; how he fulfils his 
faithful Word; how wiſe and gracious he is in 
his Conduct. 

5. Afflictions have made me more attentive to 
the Word of God, and the Word more ſavoury to 
me. Good Food is very delightful to hungry Sto- 
machs; ſo is heavenly Manna to hungry Souls, 
ſuch cannot count It light Bread. | 

6. They have cured me of much of my Light- 
neſs and Vanity, and made me more ſerious in Re- 
ligion. Thus ont of the Eater came forth Meat, tor 
the Health and Strength of my Soul. 

Thirdly, 1 gather alſo from my Love to God, 
chat [ ſhall enjoy what God hath prepared for his 
Children in Heaven; for they are laid up tor 
thoſe that love God. 1 Cor. ii. 9. Eye bath not ſcen, 
nor Ear heard, nor bath it enter d into the Heart of 
em to conceive, what God hath prepared for them 
hat love him. James ii. 5. The Kingdom which God 
14th prepared for them that love him. 


The ninth Evidence for Heaven is, that I love 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity. And I bave 
tie Reaſons to conclude that I love him: 

|. Becauſe I open my very Heart to him; and 
Jelire that Jeſus Chriſt ſhon!d have the entire Poſ- 
_ ſelion and Government of it; and that nothing 
\no01d dwell there that is diſpleaſing to him. 

it. L love the Word of God; becauſe it treats 
o much of Jeſus Chriſt. I love all the Ordinances 
»! God; becauſe they are his appointed Means to 
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hold Communion with him, and to grow in Like- 
neſs to him; both which I much deſfre. I love to 
be near him; therefore 1 eſteem one Day in hi; 
Courts better than a thouſand. elſewhere. 

III. I love: them that love Jeſus Chriſt ; but [ 
cannot bear them that are Evil; I do not delight 
in, or chuſe their Company and Converſation, any 
further than I may ſerve their Souls, in the Places 
and Buſineſs where the Providence of God calls 
me. But I love the Company of ſuch as love, and 
walk with Jeſus Chriſt. Pſal. cxix. 63. J am 4 
companion of all them that fear thee. 

IV. I love to hear Souls enquiring after Jeſus 
Chriſt, and profe ſſing their Faith in, and Sabjectio:; 
to him. 1 would have all know him, and be in- 
tereſted in him. 

V. I earneſtly deſire more Love in my Heart to 
Jeſus Chriſt. I am troubled that 1 am no mord 
tiken with him; therefore I cry to the Author ©: 
Grace, Lord, increaſe our Faith; Lord, help my Un- 
belief. For "Lam perſwaded, if 1 bad more Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhould have more Love to him; 
for Faith worketh by Love. Out Love to Chriſt wi! 

bear Proportion to our Faith in him. 

VI. My great Care is, to act and walk according 
to the Commands and Example of jeſus Christ. 
John xiv. 21. He that hath my Commandments, au 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. And I am con- 
cern'd to imitate the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in un- 

vnteigned Humility, Heavenly-mindedueſs, Zeal 
for God's Glory, and Care for the Salvation 
. Souls. 

Hence I gather theſe comfortable Truths: 

Firſt, that Jeſus Chriſt loves me. Prov. viii. 
¶ love them that love me. They are the Words ©: 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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- Setondly, That Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf for me; 
Gal: ii. 20. Who loved me, ' and Cave him ſel / for 
ne. And I have theſe Reaſons for my Oonclu- 
= Becauſe 1 am one of the called Sheep of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. John x. 11. The — Shepherd giveth 
bis Life for the Sheep. I figd their Characters on 
my ſelf, Ver. 4, 3. It's ſaid of them, that they hear, 
and know the Voice of Chriſt, and that they know 
not the Voice e Strangers, nor will they follow 
them; but they follow the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

II. 1 find the Characters of the Redeemed on 
me. Rev. xiv. They are thus deſcribed: "1 

1. They are with the Lamb upon Mount Sion, Ver. 
1. And they follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, 
Ver. 4. As the Lord Jeſus Chriſt walks in the 
midſt of the golden, Canaleſticks, it 1s my Care to 
walk with him in a diligent Obſervation of all his 
Ordinances; and I am willing to be at his Diſ- 
poſal in all things. | 

2. It is ſajd of the, Redeemed, that they have 
their Father's Name written in their Foreheads, And 
| take Care, that my Converſation may declare 
to all, that I am one of the Children of God, by 
my conſtant Practice of Religion and Godli- 
ucts. V4 

3. It is ſaid of them, that they are ſirſt Fruits 
12:0 God. I look on my ſelf as ſuch 3 for I de- 
dicate my ſelf to God, and to his Service, deſir- 
ing and purpoſing to be his for ever. 

4. It is faid of the Redeemed, that they have no 
Guile in their Mouths. My Conſcience teſtifies for 
me, that I am truly at Heart, what I deſire to 
make a Shew of before others. 1 hate Sin, while 
| ipeak againſt it. I am careful to walk with 
God in ſecret; as well as attend on him in publick 
Ordinances. I confeſs with Shame, that ſometimes 


Wy thoughts are vain, unbelieving, and blaſphe- 


mous; but they are my Grief and Trouble; 1 
. | be. 


| 
| 
b 
| 
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bewail them before God, and as his Help a: 
ainſt them; for 1 defire not to hide a Thought 
from him; but as I my ſelf ſearch my Heart, 
ſo I defire that God would ſearch me. 7/7. 


XXVi. 2. Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; ty 
my Reins and my Heart. 1 love ſearching Truths, 
and a ſearching 1 ＋ þ of which it may be 
ſaid, as the Woman did of Chriſt, Jobn iv. 29. 
Come, ſee a Man that told me all things that ever ? 
did. And ſnch a Miniſtry as is like the Sun in 
its Courſe; of which it is faid, Pſal. xix. 6. Vo- 
thing is bid from the Heat thereof. 
5. It is ſaid of the Redeemed, that they are with 
ont Fault before the Throne of God. Confidered in 
my ſelf, Jam not without Fault; for I am a ſin- 
ful Creature, I fin every Day; and yet I appty 
this to my ſelf; for being cloathed with the 

rfe& Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, God now 

holds me in him without Spot, and will behold 
me without Fault before the Throne of God. ©, 
bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, and his perfect 
Righteouſneſs. vs Ae: 23, + 4 

III. 1 gather from hence, that I ſhall never | 
ſeparated from the Love of Jeſus Chriſt. R 
viii. 38, 39. For I am perſwaded, that nei. 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalitiet, 
Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, „ 
Heighth, ner Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be 
able to ſeparate us from the Love of God, which i- 
Chriſt Fejus our Lord. | 

IV. Upon the whole: I conclude, that I 1 
go to Heaven, there to be filled with Grace, 2 
fatished with Glory. Prov. viii. 21. That / 
eauſe them that love me to inherit Subſtance, 2 

will fill their Treaſures. 


T H RB 
Concluſion. 


Doubt about thy Eſtate, remember that 
when thy Comforts are gone, thy Covenant- 
intereſt in God is not gone. A Soul may be 
neareſt to Jeſus Chriſt, in humble Truſt and 
Dependance, and ſtrongeſt Deſires, when it is 
moſt in the Dark; as the Moon when at the 
Change, hath leaſt Light; yet it is nearer the 
Svn, than when it is at the Full. Thou mayeſt 
lay of thy Soul, when out of Frame, as David did 
ot his Honſe, 2 Sam, xxiii. 5. Although my Houſe 
be not ſo with God, yet he hath made with me an 
everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all things, and 
jure, and this is all my Salvation. For thy Sal- 
vation doth not depend upon thy Comforts. 
Weeping may endure for a Night; but Joy cometh 
in the Morning. Search out the Occaſion, and 
pray for God's Return. Pſal. xxxv. 3. Say to my 
Soul, Jam thy Salvation. Cant. viii. 6. Set me as 4 
deal upon thy Heart, as a Seal upon thy Arm; for 
Love 3s ſtrong as Death, Jealouſy is cruel as the 
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OW, believing Reader, if thou art till in 


Grave, 
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Grave, the Coals thereof are Coals of Fire, which h. 
a moſt vehement Flame. Pſal. li. 12, Reſtore 1 11, 
the Joy of thy Salvation, aud nphold me with thy |, 
Spirit. Fes hs 

If thou art a true Believer, this thou m4 ye(; 
take Comfort in, that though the Spirit of God 
is not working in thy Soul at preſent, as the Com- 
forter; yet he is ſtill working in thee as the 5. 
rit of Grace: And this thou may'ſt take fr an 
Evidence of it, that thou canſt not chuſc hut 
mourn over his Abſence, and long for his He- 
turn. 

But if thy Evidences for Heaven are car, 
have a Care of blurring them. Beware of Sig; 
ſhun all Appearance of Evil; watch againſt S4. 
tan's Temptations. Satan hath deſired to have yu, 
that he may ſiſt you as Wheat. This was ſpolen 
to the Diſciples, after they had received ſome 
eſpecial Mark of Chriſt's Favour. But, though 
Satan and Corruption are ſtrong, hold on, you 
are aſſured of Victory; for the Battle is the | 5: d's. 


The Captain of our Salvation is ſtronger than the 


Giants in the Way; and the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judab, ſtronger than the roaring Lion of Hell. 
Queach not the Spirit, beware of Security ; a 
not, becauſe of thy preſent Comforts, A beur- 
tain ſtands ſtreng, I ſhall never be moved. ect 
no religious Exerciſes, nor ſuffer thy ſeit to be 
formal ia it. Be wot ſlothful in Buſineſs , l. 
vent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. Take this for 4 
certain Kule, that it thy Aſſurance, or {uppos'd 
Aſſurance of Heaven, does not make thee careful 
about the Practice of Holineſs, and bind the: £191: 
to thy Duty towards God and Men, in God's 
Houſe, and in thy ſeveral Relations, it is al! 2 
Cheat. 2 Cor. Vil. 1. Having theſe Promiſes, Peas 
Beloved, let ns cleanſe our ſelves from all Filtvineſ 
of the Fleſh and Spirit, and perfett Holine/s '' '' 
Fear of God. 1 John iii. 3. He that bath ii; Hi f 
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in him, purifieth himſelf as God is pure. Whatſoe⸗ 
ver thy Attainments and Enjoyments are, take 
Care to live by the, Faith of the Son of God; for 
Comforts to the believing Soul are ſent, as Clu- 
ters of Grapes. brought over into the Wilder- 
neſs, not that we may be ſatisfied with a Taſt, 
and with Firſt. Fruits of Grace and Heaven. But 
that the Taſt might whet our Deſires after full 
and uninterrupted Enjoyment ; for thus we ſhould 
reaſon with our ſelves: If theſe Crumbs are fo 
ſweet, what will the full Proviſion of my Fa- 
ther's Houſe be! If one Smile of Chriſt's Face 
be ſo delightful, what will the full Viſion of Je- 
ſus Chriſt in Glory be! Though our heavenly 
Father ſpreads a Table for us in the Wilderneſs, 
yet we ſhould have our Eyes and Hearts towards 
the holy Land. Hath God given thee Grace, and 
haſt thon ſome good Hopes of Heaven through 
Grace ? Then fail not to ſtir up thy Soul to ble(s 
and praiſe the God of Grace, P/al. ciii. beginning. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within 
me, bleſs his holy Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and forget not all bis Benefits: Who forgiveth ai 
thine Iniquities," who” healeth all thy, Diſeaſes, 1/9 
redeemeth thy Lafe from Deſtrutftion,. who cromnet h 
thee with loving Kindneſs, and tender Mercies; who 
Jat1;f.eth thy Mouth with good Things, &c. 

t theſe are thy own Mercies, conſider their 
Greatneſs, and thy own Unworthineſs of them; 
that thou mayeſt be more affected with God's 
great Condeſcenſion towards thee, and with thy 
own happy Eſtate, 

Hence alſo thou mayeſt learn Contentment in 
every Condition. If thou haſt but little of this 
World's Good; yet remember, that thou haſt 
the chief Good, and therein thy Condition is far 
happier than Thouſands of the Nobles of the 
arth; thou art rich in Faith, and an Heir of 4 
"dem. If the World hates thee, yet God loves 


thee. 
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- thee. Be content with thy Lot; for the Lines 4 


fallen td thee in pleaſant Places, thou haft 4 87045 
N N as _— does - © 090m of cor 
rupti 1885 incorroptible, that fade gt 
away; ſoch things as the World cannot vive, 
nor take away from thee. Bleſſed be Go +, 
ou Chrift, and the Security of all our , 
n bim: To him be Glory and Dominion 


and ever. Amen. | 


THE END. 


